BLACK BREATH

MUSIC FOR TWO Bb BASS CLARINETS AND DOUBLEBASS



LEG EN D Double Bass

B.Cl. 2 B.CI. 1

v This note head indicates the player to inhale into the clarinet at a given duration and
dynamic level. The player is encouraged to take liberty if an exaggeration of the inhalation
is necessary.

. The block note head indicates the player to exhale into the clarinet at a given duration and
dynamic level.

A LONG - hold fermata for 8-9 seconds.
o MEDIUM - 5-7 seconds.

SHORT - 3-4 seconds.

*Player should remove motionless and silent during all fermatas.

“f” As forte as possible. This symbol will only occur during an inhale or exhale note, therefore will only
apply to the loudest level at which the player is capable of.

U ] P “Unstable Pitch” - Very slow changing pitch +/- .20 cents.
“0” “s” Vowel or consonant used to sing into the mouth piece at the given pitch and rhythm.
Key Gliss. Players mouth should remain on the mouth piece, allowing natural air to flow through the
Instrument while the gliss is happening. Start gliss immediately and end in rhythm. Note destination is

not important.

—» The arrow indicates the player to move from an exhale into a notated pitch as smoothly as possible.
(Player should always strive for the smoothest possible transition between air and pitch.)

\\\

Bisbligiando. Timbre trill.

G D “Gravity Drops’ - Player should move bow in a detache, or "bouncy” motion from sul tasto to molto
T sul ponticello.

MS P Molto sul ponticello. On the bridge, almost pitchless.

*Any microtonal inflection should be interpreted more as an unstable pitch in the given pitch direction.
*All extended techniques and fingerings for the bass clarinet came from Philip Rehfeldt’s “New Directions
for the Clarinet.”

*Some techniques for the double bass came from Mark Dresser’s “Guts.”
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